A Tale of Witchcraft, wides and a Double Vodka, Lime and a Twist of Lemon…….zzzzzz.

Westquarter (AWAY) 15th May 2004

Conditions:
Bright and windy

Wicket: 
Hard and looking much better than previous years

Facilities:
A lot of work has been done to the square and outfield and new nets were under construction. Covers had been delivered the previous day. Clubhouse still needs some work.

Well skip had a hard week run-in to this game-what with a family illness, a guest-house to run and a quite disgusting M74 road accident to contend with.

Firstly thanks to all for their good wishes for my mother’s wee scare in the Cumberland Infirmary. Hopefully she is now on the road to a slow recovery! Thanks also to the Vice-Skip, Phil Rogers for organising the team.

Well the journey to the game, is worthy of note firstly – with an evening trip on a red and grey train the plan. Lockerbie was the departure point to save £17. However, 5 miles down the M74 to Lockerbie from Carlisle and we were met by a traffic jam – 10 minutes to get to the train! Luckily just a short jam but uurghhhh – a lorry had overturned and spilled its contents of cattle insides – the smell was… anyway 10 minutes later at the station we learned that just like Martin Ward, the train was going to be late. Whilst at Lockerbie, we were ‘befriended’ by a witch – her description on her way to Edinburgh for a Pagan festival – she refused to cast a spell on Westquarter but did buy me a Stella Artois instead which seemed fair! 

The day reached new heights for skip when, on leaving the Wq pavilion managed to go arse over tit and go sprawling complete with phone, balls scorebook etc what was in that Stella I wonder?

Worse was to come as Dazza pulled up with a side injury after just 4 overs. Better news shortly after as skip bowled Rab Sutton round his legs and lulled Wq cptn Crawford Churchill to play a loose shot and was caught by Wheeler for 11, (26-2). S Sutton and W Small then steadied the Wq innings putting on 66 before Tom Wheeler cleaned them both away for 28 each. With bowling options limited Tom bowled well with his curious mixture of fantastic unplayable balls with the odd rubbish one – the rubbish ones of course, getting the wickets. Paul Leonard came in and after a few loose overs bowled steadily and picked up the wicket of J Sharp. The highlight of the Wq innings was Bob Angus’s mighty 6 “That’s how to hit a ****ing ball” he boomed…Indeed Sir! He was then bowled backing away from the pace (sic) of the skip’s first ball of his second spell. Tom then wrapped up the innings with his 5th wicket in a splendid 15 over spell. A total of 165 for Wq was disappointing with MD giving away too many extras (5 NB and 23 Wides). We cannot continue to do that.

A good tea was delivered (7 on the AP Tea rating scale) and we set off in pursuit of a target that was only just above 3 an over. However, the batting was a huge disappointment with the exception of Chris Watling who batted heroically to 40 and an injured Dazza who clubbed 26 in double quick time.

MD 97 all out.

Match summary:

Westquarter165-9. S Sutton 28, W.Small 28, J.Sharp 21* Wheeler 5-29; Martin 3-42; Leonard 1-40.

MDCC 97ao. Watling 40, Kidd 26, Vijay Kumar 8.

At a nearby pub, the game which was played in an excellent spirit was discussed and drinks bought. Vijay stunned the Wq locals with an order for a “Double Vodka, Lime and twist of lemon”…..10 minutes later he was fast asleep, unimpressed with the Eurovision Song Contest dreaming of where it all went wrong! Strong stuff that Westquarter vodka!

