Second XI vs Preston Village
And so the season finally arrives. It started badly. Thursday. Pitch inspection at Roseburn. The end pitch complete with exposed manhole cover had been prepared. Surely not? A  job for El Presidente. El Presidente threatens revolution to Edinburgh Leisure or at least a letter with the spellchecker ON!!!! 

Second team captain debut. Friday night preparation: Work pre-redundancy announcement night out. Theatre Royal bar, Tapas and then Mood (a rather odd bar/night club combi in the Omni centre).  Clientele: ladies 16-21 and 40+… Expected to meet our opening bowler there… surely a venue to enhance the charity fund push? Fear not only water consumed… 21 year-old pink miniskirted birthday girl seemed unimpressed at the sporting spectacular the next day… memo to self must speak to Tony for better chat-up lines! Went home to read Mike Brearley’s Art of Captaincy. Fell asleep at page 2.
Saturday morning:
9:05AM Phone rings…. Hi it’s John from Edinburgh Leisure… uh-oh I thought. No pitch…? No pitch prepared ok and keys have arrived be at Roseburn at 12am to pick them up! 
10am Sky sports’ Kirsty Gallagher rings up for a pre-match interview….zzz…. Phone rings again… wake up… Andy Piggott… think he’s woken me up to tell me he has a new sandwich box from the Co-op! 
11:30 am: pick up Dr Watson… who oddly seems to have converted to being one of the “Suits You, Sir” tailors from hell! More of this later. Tea making tradition of Roseburn cricket easily sorted by Mr Tesco. 
Midday: arrive at Roseburn to be met by a jobsworth carpark attendant for the rugby cup final at Murrayfield… Edinburgh Leisure’s John arrives to let us in. 127-page form to fill in and in-depth lecture on how the electrics work at Roseburn… does Nasser have to do all this I wonder? Still, I now have a barrier key. Ha ha weep Nasser!
Also get keys for Cramond give them the same tour. Forget to give them the forms! Oops! In the meantime Dr Watson has started to clear out the armoury…I approach the black IRA endorsed door... “Ooo a cricket stump…. Do you want it sir, do you”… leave him to it. Preston Village arrive… they look like they mean business.

Toss-time. Maintain the MDCC tradition and lose it. We’re batting! Murdo (still wondering how the MDCC website knows more about his injury than he does) and Mark Watson open. Murdo looks good and in a positive mood before holing out for 7. Chris Watling, having just received the 2nd Team Award for 2002 was out 2nd ball to one that swung 2 feet from PV’s “Mano”. Sod’s Law eh? Martin “oops where’s me train gone” Ward and Mark stabilise the innings putting on 38 before Martin’s bowled for a patient 9.  Mark still suffering the after effects of a virus (when did he return from China?) ran out of energy being caught for 22 and we find ourselves 51-4 off 26 overs. Tony Simpson and Phil Rogers accelerate the innings with night (bus) rider making a swashbuckling 29 including two 4s and Phil reaching double figures (10).  Ian Marshall, BJ, Frank Boyd (on debut) and Skip all hung around a bit to support Tony but it looked like we were going to fall short of even reaching 1 batting point.  However, complete with his sponsorship deal from Co-op sandwich boxes, Andy Piggott hit the single run to take us past the century mark…. So great was his celebration he never realised he’d actually hit a 4! Tony tried one extravagant shot too many and was bowled. A reasonable team effort on a difficult pitch.  105 all-out.
	McLeod
	Caught
	Mano
	7

	Watson
	Caught
	Barrie
	22

	Watling
	Bowled
	Mano
	0

	Ward
	Bowled
	Barrie
	9

	Rogers
	Caught
	Wright
	10

	Johnson
	Caught
	Barrie
	4

	I Marshall
	Bowled
	Wright
	0

	Simpson
	Bowled
	Wright
	29

	Boyd
	Bowled
	Barrie
	2

	Martin
	Caught
	Mano
	0

	Piggott
	Not
	out
	4

	
	
	Extras
	18

	
	
	Total
	105 all out


Great effort from the team in providing a good tea. Andy Piggott Tea rating: 7. Thanks to all.
Preston Village openers Alistair Dobie and I Patterson didn’t look at all comfortable against opening bowler Tony Simpson who was able to extract a bounce out of the Roseburn pitch rarely seen in recent times.  However, as much as our bowlers tried,  no luck came our way with nicks and dropped catches allowing PV to move swiftly on to a 100 opening partnership. We cannot expect to win matches if catches keep going to ground. Fielding practice required at nets too folks. Finally though we received our bowling point when Andy lured PV skipper into a false shot looping an easy catch to Phil Rogers.  A disappointing time in the field as we really thought 105 was a good score on that pitch and the subdued dressing room told the story.
	Simpson
	7
	2
	19
	0
	-

	I Marshall
	4
	0
	19
	0
	-

	B Johnson
	6
	0
	22
	0
	-

	Rogers
	4
	0
	21
	0
	-

	Martin
	2
	0
	12
	0
	-

	Piggott
	2
	0
	9
	1
	9.00


I would also like to record a couple of words about Preston Village, who not only played well to win, but also were great sports and played with a smile. If only more clubs could play in this manner! 
The Westside residents of the 2’s went to the Peach Garden (official purveyors of Chinese cuisine to MDCC) for post-match analysis. Dr Watson still in “Suits you” Fast Show mode…. Bugger!

Postscript: Mrs (Dr) Watson informs us that Mark now has a DVD Player… with one DVD…. The Fast Show series 1. 

Skip was cheered with news that Newcastle beat Sunderland….. AGAIN! Sorry Henry!

On the Sunday I had the pleasure of umpiring for our third team at Preston Village. This was the first competitive game ever played at Preston’s new ground and once again PV won. While the new square certainly needed this weeks rain and a heavy roller, all had a pleasant afternoon despite the rain. Thanks to PV for the post-match sandwiches and cheap beer at the local Labour club. See Breck’s match report for more details.
