Happy New Year.

2003 was a tremendous year for the club with the first team winning the east League Division Three title and with it promotion to Division Two, the seconds holding their own in Division Four and the thirds improving in Division Three with a number of younger players showing real promise. For the first time, the club entertained an overseas touring team in the shape of the Desert Club from India. 

Now its 2004 and the action is less than four months away. The first team faces a real challenge in Division Two. The two teams who won promotion to that Division in 2002 took time to come to terms with the higher standard. I have every confidence that new skipper Ian Shiels will have the team raring to go for their first league game at the end of April. Iain Martin will be looking to lift the second team into the top half of Division Four whilst Don Wilkie will be encouraging the third team, again.

For everyone involved with the club - from first to third team players, from old stagers to newcomers a new season gives fresh opportunities and I hope we can have another successful season as a club.

Winter Nets.

Club Secretary Iain Martin has made arrangements for winter nets to take place over the next three and a half months on various dates and times at the National Cricket Academy at Ravelston Dykes in Edinburgh. You'll find the dates and times elsewhere on the website. 

The facility is the best in Scotland and whilst it is impossible to simulate outdoor conditions at the end of April after a wet spring has made the wickets very soft and slow, practice and improving technique - both batting and bowling is very important. The club now has a number of qualified coaches who will be on hand to help those who attend. There will be a small charge for each net session to cover the costs and as in previous years, the club may hire in a professional coach to assist as the start of the season gets closer.

I hope that all of our players from last season will return and new members of any standard will be made welcome. In addition to League games on a Saturday, the club runs a midweek team as well as playing occasional Sunday fixtures. 

Fund Raising.

Last year we were lucky enough to secure two sponsorship deals through the hard work of club members. The Murrayfield Hotel paid part of the cost of our outdoor nets at Roseburn. Meanwhile Bert's Bar (William Street) sponsored the club in more general terms and included their logos on the club shirts. I know that Committee members are actively looking to encourage those sponsors to support us, again.

However, we need more sponsorship to help the club progress and to keep subscriptions for members to a reasonable level. The club incurs significant overheads in running three teams and it goes beyond just paying for the cost of pitches and basic equipment. 

If you know anyone who might be interested in sponsoring any part of the club's activities - be it pitches, match balls or practice costs then please contact any Committee member so that any suggestions can be quickly followed up.

Social Events.

Like many similar clubs, we hibernate to a great extent over the winter. However, the Committee is looking at a couple of events in the next three months to bring people together and to raise funds for the club. One of the advantages of social events is that we can hopefully encourage support from people who are not members of the club. As I understand it a curry night(s) and a race night might be in the offing - watch the website for details. 

At the moment, I think we are a very lucky club in that we have a number of enthusiastic members who have good ideas that can help the club progress for the future. To allow us to plan ahead and make some of those things happen the Committee needs to take the membership with them. If you have ideas about how to improve things and help the club advance, speak to any Committee member.

Happy cricketing in 2004.

Phil Yelland   (Club President)                                      2nd January 2004. 

