Saturday 31st. May MUFS 3 vs Melrose 2 

A rare phenomena, a sunny Saturday, 10 willing MUFS bodies minus skipper Chris, who lies wounded in hospital. Best wishes and a speedy recovery skipper. 

MUFS won the toss and took the field with 2 new players, Tom Wheeler and Ali Amjid. The Melrose openers were the pick of their batting, Bramble (not Titus!? Sec) went on to make 111 but  was dropped twice!! 

He was eventually bowled by Ali, who shattered the off stump in the process.  His partner, Ward (not the one who loses trains – Sec?) made 31, but he was dropped 4 times!!!! With these 2 gone Melrose were dismissed in 36.1 overs for 204 (5 bowling points for MUFS). Oh! What could have been - catches win matches.
The big plus was the performance of the under 16's - David Aitken took 4 for 30, Colin Stewart took 3 for 23, keeper Iain Downie took a stumping chance and Callum Hutchinson took a catch. Just over 16, Lawrence West took 2 catches - the futures bright. 

So to tea - very pleasant.  (No AP tea rating as he was glory hunting at Hampden! - Sec!)

With a total of 200 plus to chase our batting was always up against it. New man Tom did a magnificent 
job anchoring the innings with 35 out of 72 (1 batting point). 

An unfortunate loss but reason for optimism. The 6 points gained and the  performances mentioned will provide a great platform to build on. 
Anyone for fielding practice?
Don Wilkie

As a spectator – my poorly lungs preventing me from joining the action – I would add to Don’s praise of the youngsters who never let their heads drop and were responsible for dismissing a good Melrose team for 202 when they were 180-2 at one stage. A word also for Don who seemed to bring the best out of the young ‘uns and who stepped into the captaincy role at the last minute. Thanks Don.
Melrose 202 ao  (Bramble 111, R Ward 31 D Aitken 8.1-1-30-4; C Stewart 7-1-23-3 Ali 10-0-40-2)

Mufs 3rd XI 73ao (Wheeler 35, Middlemiss 4-17; Laidler 3-10)

Iain.
